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[ooking °Back at 


COPY of the Suffolk Coun- 
ty News of June 28, 
1898, shows the Sayville 
School, which was then 10 
vears old; the Methodist, Con- 
gregational, Episcopal, Cath- 
olice Churches. Little change 
has taken place in them ex- 
cept for the steeple on the 
Methodist Church, which was 
struck wy lightning a few 
years ago and was never re- 
placed. 

It shows The Elmore Hotel, 
The Foster House, The Rogers 
House on Candee Avenue, The 
Sea Side—now the Lafayette, 
and the Girard Central Build- 
ing, which stood at the junc- 
tion of North and South Main 
Streets, back of Sparrow Park. 

There are pictures of 15 
businessmen. Among’ them 
you will notice two full beards 
and the other 13 had mus- 
taches. Every picture sug- 
gests a story, but I will men- 
tion only two. 

Francis Gerber, 
care to Sayville 
peddler 


who first 
as a pack- 
that is, going from 


4. 


Saati eet 


A.C. Edward 


Editor's Note 


The 
ville complied 
this data for a talk at h oca 
Rotary Club, August 9, 1951. Pub 
lished in the Suff County News 
of Sayville at that time, it is with 
their perm the 
that we us¢ tory 
scribes so vivid tne 
and there 
Island comm 


author, a prominent Say 


Insurance 


author’s 
whicn ae 
era of 1900 


ibout 1 typical Long 


All Illustrations by Courtesy of 
The Suffolk C 


inty News 


house to house with a pack on 
his back, opening it on the 
kitchen floor or some other 
available place, and displaying 
his merchandise to the house- 
wife. He later came around 
with a horse-drawn wagon 
with a body such as was used 
by the old-time tin peddler, 
who came around to the homes 
for rags, etc., and paid the 
housewife in tinware. 

Later Mr 
lished a store on 


Gerber estab- 


the site of 
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ayville 


the present Hill’s Market, 
which, as stated in the article, 
became a five-story building. 
It was one of the largest gen- 
eral stores on the Island and 
carried every type of mer- 
chandise. It was open from 
seven in the morning until 
nine at night and on the groc- 
ery side many men congre- 
gated at night to discuss the 
topics of the day. 

Capt. 
oyster king, 


Ockers, the 

had a wholesale 
oyster packing plant on the 
hove Where La Salle Military 
‘cavemy is now located, in 
Oakdale. He hought oysters 
by the bushel from various 
baymen who planted and har- 
vested them from lots in the 
bay, owned or leased by them. 
Capt. Ockers did not keep 
but met the men from 
whom he had purchased oy- 
during the previous 
on the grocery side of 


Jacob 


beoks, 
1 
sters 

week, 


Gerber’s Store every Saturday 


night and paid them for the 
oysters and it was said that 
his memory was perfect. If a 


Sayville’s Delavan Summer Hotel, Since Burned Down 
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man tried to take advantage 
and collect for more than he 
had really delivered, he never 
was successful. 

I will mention another man 
whose picture appears—that 
is Julius Hauser, who was the 
village baker, having come 
from Germany. He was a 
prominent Democrat and was 
elected Town Clerk and Super- 
visor of the Town of Islip 
many times. The story says 
that his name had been men- 
tioned in connection with 
much higher offices. Whoever 
wrote the story did pro- 
phesy, for Hauser became 
Treasurer of the State of New 
York—and thereby hangs a 
tale. 

In 1913, when the Demo- 
cratic State Convention was 
in session at Syracuse and 
William Randolph Hearst was 
nominated for Governor, it 
came time to nominate a can- 
didate for State Treasurer. It 
developed that the Republican 
nominee was a German Bank- 
er, and as the Democratic 
nomination was coming to the 
lower part of New York State, 
the powers in control asked 
Edwin Bailey Jr., of Patch- 
ogue, who was State Senator 
and a delegate to the State 
Convention, if he knew of a 
German Banker who would be 
a vote-getter and a good can- 
didate. Bailey said “ves, Juli- 
us Hauser, of Suffolk Coun- 
ty”. Bailey was hard of hear- 
ing and thought he had been 
asked if he knew a German 
Baker instead of a German 
Banker. Hearst was defeated 
and Charles S. Whitman was 
elected Governor, but the rest 
of the Democratic Ticket, in- 
cluding Hauser, was elected. 

In 1878 the Sayville Hook and 
Ladder Company was formed. The 
original By-Laws show 19 charter 
members. I knew all except two. 
It erected a truck house, now oc- 
cupied as a dwelling on the west 
side of Railroad Avenue, just north 
of the new parking field. It sold 
bonds to its members. Fred Mun- 
kelwitz, who had a_ wheelwright 
shop on Railroad Avenue where 
Louis Munkelwitz’s garage is lo 
eated, built the first hand-drawn 
truck for the Fire Company. This 
hand-drawn truck proceeded to a 
fire, one of the firemen trailed be- 
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hind, beating a base drum to arouse 
the people, particularly at night. 
When the Great South Bay Water 
Company laid mains in the center 
of our community, fire hose was 
needed and this was the incentive in 
1889 for forming the Sayville Hose 
Company, No. 1. Their original By- 
Laws show 11 charter members 
and I was acquainted with them 
all. They purchased a_ two-wheel 
heseecart with 500 feet of fire hose, 
thereby reducing the fire insurance 
rate. Joseph A. Nauert was the 
first foreman. He served one year 
and was succeeded by Dr. George 
A. Robinson, who served for many 
years and gave much of his time to 
the organization. 

The only place of public assem- 
bly was Columbia Hall, which was 
on the second fleor of the building 
on the north le of South 
Street, opposite the Foster 

This hall seated perhap 
people and had very limited 
facilities 


still 
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House 
In 1887, Margaret Fitzger 
ald, who operated a_ theatrical 
boarding house in New York City, 
purchased from Willett Green the 
property on the northeast corner of 
Handsome Avenue and Maple 
Street, most recently owned by the 
late Charles G. Raynor. The large 
dwelling the premises was re 
modeled into a three-story summer 
boarding house called “Comedy 
Castle” and it was occupied 
intil it burned down several years 
included Pete 
Randall, Lillian Russell 
other members of the 
Old Weber and Fields Companies; 
“Old Hoss” Hoey of Evans and 
Hoey, of “Parlor Match” fame; his 
brother “Young Mule” Hoey, who 
known in vaudeville as the 
Lady doing an act in fe 
ime with a full grow 
years you will re 
ember h as Jimmy Hoey; also 
W. Monroe of My Aunt 
Bridget fame, who later bought th: 
dwellin now occupied by Mrs 
The Jedlicka on Green Ave 
nue, and made it his summer home 
of the 
Company, and when 
road with My Aunt 


n the erection of the Opera 
on Candee Avenue. 


one 


on 


so 


later 
Daily 


and 


guests 


many 


was well 
Bearded 


ale 


beard—in later 
n m 
George 

y 
adore 

Monroe became a member 
Sayville Hose 
! the 
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Bridget and other companies, he 
appeared in vaudeville and the old 
Winter Garden Productions. He 
would generally refer to his being 
a fireman, belonging to the Say 
ville Hose Company, and describe 
his various activities as a fireman 
in a very humorous way—and no 
wonder—he weighed about 325 and 
was rather short. He was instru- 
mental in persuading many promi 
nent theatrical personages of the 
day to come to Sayville as summer 
residents and assist in the Fire 
men’s Fairs every summer. 

Having raised sufficient funds, 
the Hose Company purchased from 
Morris J. Terry a property with a 
small building thereon on the east 
side of Candee Avenue, just below 
Main Street, being just to the north 
of the present office of The Suffolk 
County News. Here it stored its 
hosecart. The Long Island Rail- 
road donated an old locomotive 
tire which, when hung and hit, 
served as a fire alarm. 

There was no suitable place of 
public assembly in those days, Co- 
lumbia Hall not being large enough 
to meet the needs of the communi- 
ty and some of our theatrical resi- 
dents were interested in having an 
opera house. Among them were 
George ’. Monroe and Bessie 
Bonehill, who was an English Mu- 
sic Hall singer and impersonator. 
She spent the summer at Deer Hall 
Farm in Holbrook, which she 
owned. 

In addition to funds raised at 
fairs on Dr. Robinson's lawn, vaud 
eville shows were given each sum- 
mer season in the old Patchogue 
Lyceum on Lake Street, as that 
was the only available auditorium 
with a stage large enough for per- 
formances of this kind. 

Later in 1900 plans were drawn 
by Isaac H. Green for the New 
Opera House, and in the spring of 
1901 a contract was awarded at a 
cost of $7,500. Bonds were sold 
among friends of the project for 
$8,000. Robert Nunns was the con- 
tractor and Henry Frank Rogers 
was the foreman on the job. It is 
interesting to note that even in 
those early days labor organiza- 
tions had some strength, for in 
June, 1901, seven carpenters went 
on strike because one carpenter 
Chapman Rhodes by name, was not 
a member of the carpenters’ union. 

On August 7th, 1901, the opening 
performance in the Sayville Opera 
House was prese nted. This was a 
benefit performance given by the 
many theatrical friends of the 
Opera House project 

The Suffolk County News of 
August ninth, 1901 carried a story 
of the building and the opening 
performance, stating that the per- 
formance was under the direction 
of Frank L. Davis, who had been 
playing for two years with David 
Belasco’s Zaza Company. He was 
accompanied in an amusing sketch 
by his wife, Marie Dudley Davis. 
Shortly after this Mr. and Mrs 


4 


Davis Inn, on 
Avenue and occupied 
it as a summer boarding house 
for many years—it is now known 
as “The Elms” 

Also on the opening bill 
Amy Forsslund otherwise known as 
Amy Foster, contralto, who had 
just completed a season with a 
New York production; Charles 
Bloomer, as Sarah Heartburn, pre- 
sented a comedy act; Seeley and 
West, musical comedi Bill 
Seeley in black face, gave their 
hilarious act. Seeley was Bessie 
Bonehill’s husband, and Jack West, 
her son. They had recently returned 
from a tour in Australia 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Ryan, 
known on the stage as Ryan and 
Ric hfield, gave their act “Meg Hag 
erty’s Father” They resided on 
Colton Avenue. Fred Stone of 
Montgomery and Stone, who later 
became famous in “The Wizard of 
Oz”, did his acrobatic 
George Fuller Golden, 


the White Rats 


Davis erected the 
lower Candee 


were 


dance 
president of 
of America, which 
was to vaudeville what Equity is 
to the Legit inate stage today, gave 
his original monologue, which The 
News said was one of the brightest 
and wittiest on the stage at that 
time. John Kernell, the Irish Alder 
man, appeared. He lived at St 
James in the summer. George W 
Monroe, who The News called “Our 
own ‘Aunt Bridget’” appeared as 
the jolly rotund Irishwoman 
Bessie Bonehill, who was as 
proud of Sayville as Sayville was 
of her, introduced some new songs 
from England and the Continent, 
having recently returned from a 
tour abroad. She made a big hit 
by closing her act in the uniform 
of the Sayville Hose Company (old 
style red shirt and black trousers), 
as she had been an honorary mem- 
ber for some time. John LeClair, 
ene of the most skillful jugglers in 
the business, put on his act. He had 
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Long Islanders at “Pompey, N me 


O* a hilltop in Central New 

York is the tattered 
remnant of a pioneer village 
which descendants of early 
Long Islanders helped to es- 
tablish as an outpost of civiliz- 
ation shortly after the Revo- 
lution. 

It is fourteen miles south of 
Syracuse in Orondaga Coun- 
tv. Settled when that city 
was still a swamp, the emi- 
nence Was first dubbed Butlers 
Hill because Judge Ebenezer 
Butler, a native of Harwinton, 
Connecticut, became its first 
resident in April 1792. In 1811 
when the locality first had a 
post office Butlers Hill hecame 
Pompey Hill, officially Pompey 
for short after Pompey the 
Great, rival of Julius Csesar. 

Prior to eighty years ago, 
Pompey had furnished five 
mayors, two governors, three 
supreme court justices, thir- 
teen members of the New 
York Legislature, six con- 
gressmen, one United States 


ce 


Dr. Glarence -Ashton Wood 
senator (later 
member of the 
Commission 1871, and a 
major-general in the Civil 
War. At one time all four 
members of the State Legisla 
ture from Onondaga County, 
as well as the congressman 
were natives of the town of 
Pompey. 


another), a 
Joint High 


Pompey Hill became a Mec- 
ca tor lawyers long 
Syracus kurt house or 
a law Dunhar 
a mere pettvyfogger, was firs 
there. In 1800 came Keedar, 
a German. From 1806 to his 
death Daniel Wood maintained 
a law office on the hill. With 
him came Samuel Baldwin 
Victory Birdseve was a part- 
ner with Wood. Daniel Gott 
came to the village as a teach- 
er and studied Blackstone with 
Wood &  Birdsey Squi: 
Birdseve a state sena 
tor. In days a Council 


before 
had a ce 


school Qiie 


be« ame 


those 


Sayville Opera House About 1900 


of Appointment of which the 
Governor was a member had 
the naming of a great portion 
of the civil, military and judi- 
cial officers of the State. 

[lwo brothers descended 
from Southold’s Rev. John 
Youngs and John Ledyard, the 
explorer, were natives. of 
Pompey. One was’ known 
throughout his life as “Great 
Pomp” and his brother as 
“Little Pomp.” Great Pomp 
was Governor of New York 
before and during the Civil 
War. He was Horatio Sey 
mour. 

Their sister Julia Seymour 
became the wife of Senator 
Roscoe Conkling, son of Judge 
Alired Conkling who was born 
at Amagansett, L. I., Oct. 12, 
1789. These Conklings were 
descendants of Ananias Conk- 
ling, brother of Captain John 
Conkling who settled in South- 
old town. 

Alfred 


( 


Conkling’s son Ros- 
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Funeral Home 
GEORGE C. WHITE 
Established 1894 
24 Park Ave. Tel. 208 Bay Shore 


Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 
GEORGE C. BARTH 
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Automotive Supplies 
E. Clayton Smith, jobber. Re- 
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ment 218-220 East Main Street, 
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Imperial Washable Wallpapers 
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and Nu-Enanie!, Artists’ Materials 
Gru Schmidt, 4 East Main St.. 
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natural sciences are on d splay. 
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I ce is bl 


the use? “Where ignora 
tis folly to be wise.” 

When a youth I saw a garter 
snake in the sand by a roadside and 
as I neared it perhaps a dozen baby 
snakes ran into its opened mouth 
and the mother 
into the grass 


irned and we 
There was nothing 
view and I 
not have been mistaken. Ar 
ber of an asp, cobra or 
who thinks he knows | 
have my affidavit 

My brother once i i Snake 
with a sizeable lump 
The creature appeared t 
lethargy and no wo 


to obstruct my could 
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viper club 

tuff may 


ts middle 


the nake, 1 

and, lo and behold, out 

undigested toad as good 

This event was witnessed 

members of the } 
Do I like snak 

kinds—the harm] 

I have the skir 

mond-back or 

but he was 


Leng Islander, t 


Ancestry Wanted 
of Helena (or Nelly or Neltje) 
Polhemus, born 1730 and died May 
23, 1818. Wife of Benjamin Hege 
man (son of Adriar 3) borr 


1726 
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and died Dec. 24, 1813. Residence 
Flushing. (Miss) Marion F. Over 
ton, 382-11 Kissena Boulevard, 
Flushing, N. Y. 








Anniversary Gifts 
IN CHINA 

Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse 

IN STERLING 
Towle Gorham 

IN GLASS 

Tiffin Duncan 
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TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
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Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 
Phones 1174 - 2095 


Amityville 
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is located advantageously for light industry. 


Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 
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(onstruction “Before 1700 


I HAVE just found new 
fields to explore and pick 
up new bits of early Long Is- 
land history; namely, one of 
the great quarto volumes of 
the Documentary Colonial His- 
tory of the State of New York. 
Here I read of what a job it 
was to get materials to build 
a house in those early days. 
The timber which Jan Teu- 
nessen was to cut and bring to 
the ferry, was for a house, 
10 ft. long, for Sargent Dou- 
man. Here is a list of the 
timber required: 7 beams, 4 
posts to each beam, cross tim- 
bers 22 ft. long extending 4 
feet through, 4 window 
frames, three door frames, 
one little window in the gar- 
ret. This was to be carried to 
the ferry, and from there 


ea 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


Douman had to haul it to the 
job at his own expence. (1 for- 
got to mention that all shin- 
gles were to be split.) Jan 
was to do the work on the 
house, but Douman was _ to 
furnish the nails. The agree- 
ment was made Nov. 1646 and 
the price to be paid for the 
work was 65 guilders. 

In December 1659 the peo- 
ple of Midwout, Long Island 
had been building a church; it 
was nearly finished, but the 
sides being of boards, not 
shingles, they felt it needed 
a coat of paint to make it last 
longer. So they appealed to 
the Director-General and Gen- 
tlemen of the Council of New 
Netherlands to get them ‘“‘col- 


* 
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Sayville Photo of 1909. Lady Unknown. 


or and oil which only could be 
fetched from the Fatherland.” 

Setauket (Seataleott they 
spelt it then) was not the 
peaceful place in the early 
days that one might imagine. 
In 1666 the constable there 
was assaulted by men “‘ill ef- 
fected”” who also spoke words 
agaiust His Majesty’s author- 
ity. Later William Wells, High 
Sheriff, was asked by Gover- 
nor Richard Nicolls to meet 
with him and Mr. Wood at 
Seatalcott to look into the 
matter. What their findings 
were does not appear. 

In 1666 it was ordered that 
Richard Smith of Nasaquanke 
should pay his fair share to- 
ward the salary of a minister 
at Seataleott. The latter place 

Continued 3 


on Page 153 
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169 W. Main St Tel 
Member r of L I 


Looking Back at Sayville 


| aurence, 
Sayville 19 Called the 
Real Estate Board 
Munsey Park 
See Wile for 
Worth While Rea 
Ge r 4 I 
Manhasset and vici 
DAVID T. WILE JR. 
98, Northern B Mar 


i ty 

& CO. 

hasset 667 
Mineola 

J. ALFRED VALENTINE 

Real Est 

148 Mines 

| . 


Hicksville 
SEAMAN & EFISEMANN, Ine. 


Real Fstate I 


90 Broadw I Hick le 600 


ce 


the 
Farmingdale : 

= Whil 
Buildings remy 


Conklin 


Factory Sites, 
See Grey Sosa 


Farmingdale k 


was being held f 
St. Kinley, I heard t} 
“state Broker from a gun wi 
in a handkerct 
the assassin, 
t > dent 
Riverhead the Pre ide 
lance to tne r 
Milburn, on De 
’ ‘ f ‘ 
and Country a 
an, Sound, 


ecock Bays. 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long I 


where | 


Port Washington 


Howard ©. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 


and Insurance 
3124 
Freeport 
JOHN J. RANDALL 
res rt Re Estate 


rement Appraisals 
200 W. Su H Kr 


Ati 


reeport 525 








Farmingdale 
Federal Savings 
AND 


Loan Association 


202 Main Street 
pending ere 


ction ¢ 


Kirst VM 


of new building 
ine | Oans 
Ins Ms Savings 
Interest 2 Dividend 
FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
Phone F Armingdale 2-0057 














Nassau Shores, Massapequa 


GILMAN 


J. COLLAMORE 


Commace 


JOUN W. 
Fst | 


Db c 


Huntington 
A. MURPHY 
G AGENCY, Ine. 
I Mortgage 


HENRY 
INSURIN 

Esta 
Li s, Ap 
Tiel 


rnelius L. Murphy T 
Wyandanch 


Hunt. 176 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Line f ii ince 


e 
W vandanch 


and ifoo 
Mastic 
LIN G. HERRLEY 
Insuror - Appraisor 


e Center 


BENJA} 


Moriches 86 


Glen Head 


. O. HOWELL 


Shore 


Auto and Other Insurance 
Re Mstate Appraisa 
HENNING AGENCY, Realtor 


re 7-O876 & ORT 


Real Estate Insurance 


Ulue Point 


E. H. NOBLE 


Northport 


EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, IN¢ 
Real Estate Insurance 
\ppraisals 
74 Mair 


,-O108 


Street 


and 





AUGUST 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 
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Hampton Bays 
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solu out the plus standing 


room. Among them were the Cecil 
Magnus Stock Company and _ the 
Corse Payton k Company 
Corse Payton advertised himself 
as the World’s Best BAD Actor 
Later Al Trahern came with his 
Stock Company and his star, Jessie 
Mae Hall. Perhaps some of you 
will remember other members of 
his company such as Frank Daddy 
Base, DeForest F. Dawley, Evelyn 
Foster, Doc Travers, and old Bill 
Jackson with his viol. They 
came every week until motion pic 
tures killed such companies. The 
following are some of the shows 
presented Opera House at 
various times: The Missouri Girl; 
Zeke, The Country Boy; Edward 
Waldman, The County Sheriff, A 
Girl Of The Mountains, The Wolf, 
Quo Vadis, The Town Marshal, 
Joshua Simkins, Paid in Full, Billy 
the Kid, King ef Tramps 

George W. Monroe starred for 
many years throughout the coun 
try in a show called “My Aunt 
Bridget” and later in a_ sequel, 
“Aunt Bridget’s Baby”. He also 
starred as Fluffy Ruffles in a show 
called “The Top of the World”, 
then “Widow Dooley’s Dream” and 
others. 

Later James P. Colton, 
resident of Colton Avenue, and for 
whom the avenue was named, who 
was by profession a theatrical pro- 
ducer and manager, organized a 
road company with Monroe as star, 
called “Mrs. B. O’Shaunessy, Wash 
Lady.” The company of about 30 
used the House for its re- 
hearsals and opening performance 
A New York Company organized, 
rehearsed and onened a show called 
“Hell Bent for Heaven” which had 
a New York Other companies 
utilized the old Opera House for 
new shows. 

The Opera House was 
the years for school commence 
ments, basketball games by the 
hich school and town teams, church 
suppers, firemen’s suppers, 
dancing schools, 


house, 


Stock 


base 


the first 


Opera 


run 


used over 


dances, 
political meetings, 
chicken shows and all other com- 
munity purpeses. You will remem 
ber Peyton Vann’s cakewalks and 
his popular minstrel shows. For 
many years, every Thanksgiving 
Eve, the building was crowded 
with a Masquerade Ball given by 
the Sayville Deutschen Kranken 
Mnterstutzungs Vereins, Nummer 
Eins. 

It was never 
in 1921 the Hose 


run for profit and 

Company became 

tired of operating the building, 

renerally at a less, and sold it to 

Court Bayside. Foresters of Amer 

ica, who continued to use it for 
Ccncladed 
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community purposes and their 
Lodge Room. The Foresters had 
some difficulty in making it a profit 
able venture and sold it to Joseph 
B. Levy who converted it into a 
motion picture theatre. He appar 
ently was doing well when other 
interests were said to have paid 
him a considerable sum to discon 
tinue showing pictures and to con 
vert it into stores and apartments 
It was so occupied up to the time 
it was converted into the present 
bowling alleys 


Construction Before 1760 

Continued trom page 149 
had a fort in 1676, and orders 
came to the Justice of the 
Peace, Constables ard Over- 
seers to have all brush cut 
within 80 poles of the fort. 
I suppose this was because of 
the danger of an enemy com- 
ing up unseen. There seems 
to have been some worry about 
enemy ships. Who the enemy 
was is not stated. 

Though many persons trav- 
eled by water, the need for a 
new road through the center 
of the Island was soon felt. 
In a letter to Richard Wood- 
hull, Justice of the Peace at 
Seatalcott, from Governor An- 
dros, he is required to see that 
the new way ordered by Gov- 
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ernor Nicolls, from Hunting- 
ton to Southampton == and 
Southold, — be marked = and 
cleaved of brush. Also, that 
Mr. Smith of Neaquake be 
told to mend the road at Nesa 
quake River. All this was in 
order to make said designed 
way food and convenient for 
travelers to and from the east 
end, 

In 1677 Richard 
and others were granted the 
ritht to fish om West Mead- 
ows to Old Mans (Crystal 
Brook) and in certain places 
on the south side to catch bass 
and perch. They were 
empowered to build 
Cocks and fish-houses. 


Woodhull 


also 


small 


L. Islanders at Pompey 


( t tron wre + 


coe was born at Albany Oct. 
30, 1829. Having served as 
Representative, in 1867 he 
elected to the United 
States Senate and was re- 
elected in 1873. He died in 
New York City April 12, 1888 
as the result of exposure dur- 
ing the blizzard of the previ- 
ous month. 


Was 


Elizabeth Conkling of East 
Hampton (birth in 1752) was 
an aunt of Judge Alfred Conk- 
ling, being a daughter of Lin- 
eas Conkling. She and her 
husband Edward Wicks, also 
born at East Hampton, 1752, 
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located at Pompey in 1816. 
She died there 1826. 

Elias Conkling from Long 
Island was also one of the pi- 
oneer settlers of Pompey in 
1797. He was a farmer and 
carpenter. He built the first 
local saw and grist mill, also 
the first two churches, Con- 
gregational (later Presbyter- 
ian) and Baptist. He married 
Rachel Haight and they had 
five children. She died Aug. 
1840, he in April 1854. 

Nathaniel Baker, descend- 
ant of Thomas Baker, a very 
early settler at East Hamp- 
ton and one of its first jus- 
removed from there to 
Balston, Saratoga County, 
and in 1806 to Pompey. His 
wife was Lydia Talmage, 
daughter of David Talmage, 
one of the deacons of Rev. 
Samuel Buell’s church at East 
Hampton. 

Their son, Samuel Baker, 
born at East Hampton Oct. 2, 
1793, accompanied them to 
Pompey. Pompey Academy 
not being ready he attended 
the academy at Clinton near 
Utica, which became Hamil- 
ton College. He married first 
Sept. 21, 1819 Philena Hascall 
of Pawtucket, Vt. She died 
Aug. 17, 1842. He married 
second Eunice B. Birdseye of 
Cornwall, Connecticut. He 
kept a store at Pompey and 
was a deacon of the Preshby- 
terian Church. 

Punderson Avery, born at 
Groton, Connecticut May 21, 


tices, 
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1765 was related to Humph- 
rey Avery who manipulated 
the land lottery associated 
with the beginning of Patch- 
ogue. Punderson located on a 
farm at Pompey in 1796. He 
was a wheelwright and me- 
chanic. He had an_ uncle 
Humphrey Avery born at 
Preston, New London County, 
July 4, 1699, who married Je- 
rusha Morgan Feb. 5, 1724. 
He also had a brother Humph- 
rey. They were all descend- 
ants of Christopher Avery, a 
weaver who came from Eng- 
land about 1640. 

Punderson Avery was cap- 
tain of the Pompey militia. 
The church, school and public 
library always found him an 
ardent supporter. He reared 
a tamily of twelve and died 
Sept. 10, 1840. Nine of the 
Avery family fell at the mas- 
sacre of Fort Griswold, near 
New London, Sept. 6, 1781 
when Col. William Ledyard, 
uncle of John Ledyard, the 
famous traveler of Southold 
parentage, was killed. 

A maternal grandmother of 
Great Pomp (Horatio Sey- 
mour), native of Pompey, was 
a great-niece of Col. William 
Ledvard. She the wife 
of Col. Jonathan Forman who 
had located at Cazenovia, then 
a frontier settlement in Madi- 
son County a few miles east of 
Pompey Hill, having come 
from Mormouth, N. J. 

Their daughter in 1807 be- 


Was 
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came the wife of Henry Sey- 
mour who located at Pompey 
where he erectd a mill and 
conducted a store. They be- 
came the parents of Great 
Pomp, Little Pomp and Julia 
who married Senator Roscoe 
Conkling, son of Judge Alfred 
Conkling of East Hampton. 
Henry Seymour was born 
at Litchfield, Connecticut, in 
1781, the son of Moses Sey- 
mour, a major in the Revolu- 
tion. He was elected to the 
State Senate from the West- 
ern District of New York 
1816-19 and again in 1822. 
He was a member of the Coun- 
cil of Appointment in 1818. 
Continued o $7 
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©Back to Sunken C Foresr~ 


THE Long Island Horticul- 

tural Society made a pil- 
grimage to Sunken Forest on 
Fire Island Beach one Satur- 
day in early May. The shad- 
blow blossoms were on the way 
out, the oaks had put on soft 
downy leaves, and the ferns 
still uncoiled. 

I never visit the ‘forest’ 
without having something 
there impress me more than it 
ever did before. This time I 
had as a guest an active, in- 
quiring mind in the person of 
Chares R. Lounsbery, secre- 
tary of the St. Albans Men's 
Garden Club. He is the prod- 
ding, questing, quiet type who, 
if a “find” is to be made, will 
be the one to make it. He did 
not let me down! 

We had permission to dock 
the ferry on the inside of the 
Point o’ Woods pier. Charlie 
questioned the use of that 
name for the community until, 
in ambling around the place, 
it became perfectly apparent 
that the westerly tip of the 
woods was right there — the 
barrier beach woodland runs 
out, ends; it is the point of the 
woods — Point 0’ Woods. 

I rever hope to forget the 
vast stretches of bearberry 
which cover the sand east of 
Point o’ Woods. Some mats ap- 
peared to extend from one pole 
to the next of the Coast Guard 
communications. The ‘pil- 
rrims’ sat down to lunch on a 
dune which was completely 
covered with bearberry. <A 
few rosettes of thorny beach 
thistles alone managed to 
press through the tough, thick 
berry covering. 

The bearberry stems cross 
and crisscross so dense'v that 
they soon create a cushioning 
mat. It is a wonderful soil 
binder as the winds never blow 
away the sand beneath — the 
covering is too thick to permit 
the winds to enter and. in addi- 
tion the leaves are nresent all 
the vear round. In the fall and 
winter the leaves turn from 


Julian Denton Smith 


Secretary Nassau County Historical 


wacieny 


green to purples and bronze, 
and at times I think I have 
seen them red. 

Most of the sixty-seven 
‘pilgrims’ remained pretty 
close to the well-worn paths 
through Sunken Forest, but 
Charlie and I struck off widely 
on our own. After all, that is 
the best way to really see the 
place, providing you do not try 
to get lost. 

We found trails through the 
‘forest’ which had been made 
long ago and since forgotten. 
We followed a sketchy, vague, 
new trail across to the bay 
side. It lost itself in a cran- 


berry bog that I had never 
stepped into before. 

Birds called all around us 
but we saw very few. It 
seemed that the sight of two 
men invading the peaceful, 
silent home land caused the 
birds to seek cover. Catbirds 
seemed everywhere and they 
did not appear particularly 
afraid of us. 

The thick, corky bark of the 
sassafras trees had us fooled 
until we could find some of the 
fresh green stems just below a 
few identifying buds. The 
blackish, slightly shiny and 
slick bark of some large shad- 
bush clumps looked for all the 
world like the long body of a 
‘tamed’ boaconstrictor I had 
known in Guatemala. The like- 
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ness seemed so complete that 
I half expected to see the tree- 
trunk slither off and away. 
Someone said that is what the 
bar up at Cherry Grove will 
do to a fellow! 

I had read about the holly 
in the ‘forest’ growing to with- 
in a few feet of the water on 
the bay side. I have always 
doubted that statement until 
on this pilgrimage I came upon 
a holly tree growing with its 
feet actually in the bay! The 
tree is at the edge of the cran- 
berry bog mentioned earlier. 

In a distance of a few feet 
at Sunken Forest anyone is 
able to find all three styles of 
the common poison ivy. It is 
not often a plant is sufficiently 
versatile to appear in three 
habits of growth. This ability 
of the poison ivy permits it to 
make itself at home almost 
anywhere. It has remarkable 
adaptability for it grows as a 
low plant, a woody shrub, and 
a vine. 

The foliage is the same in 
all three types of growth - 
similar in form, contour and 
colors. It never disguises it- 
self; it is always very definite- 
ly poison ivy. One type is just 
as poisonous as another and 
all should be widely shunned. 

The low-growing sort is 
found extensively on the back 
beach dunes and in the inter- 
dunal area that flat space 
between the beach dunes and 
the old dunes. This same type 
ivy appears on Jones Beach 
with an especially dangerous 
stand at the curve in the 
boardwalk immediately south- 
west of the West Bathhouse. 


At Sunken Forest the woody 
shrub style of poison ivy is 
usually mixed up with bay- 
berry, in fact the two have 
similar form and habit of 
growth. Occasionaly the ivy 
appears in thickets with no 
other vegetation, a great mass 
of poison ivy 

As a vine the ivy seems cap- 
able of climbing like a grape 
vine or as the Virginia creeper. 
It goes up into the tops of 
both deciduous and evergreen 
The ‘forest’ will 
be clear of cedars due to the 


trees. soon 


Se 


vine style of poison ivy run- 
ning to the tops of the cedars 
and there branching as a 
woody shrub to produce a 
dense shade sealing off the 
sunlight without which the 
cedars can not exist. No poi- 
sonous action arises in the 
contact between ivy and cedar, 
it is a case of the one shading 
out the other. 


I do not know that anyone 
has ever declared that the hol- 
ly trees in Sunken Forest are 
a definite, exact number of 
years old. It seems to me these 
trees have always been spoken 
of as “about” or “over” one 
hundred vears old. Some un- 
known individual, however, 
can say exactly how long one 
holly tree had grown! 

Along the faint pathway 
throuch the ‘forest’, the path- 
way which lost itself in the 
cranberries, we found an up- 
rooted holly tree. It had been 
dead_ several The 
strange thing about it was a 
chunk had been carefully 
sawed out about fifteen inches 
above the point where the 
roots branched off. The chunk 
had not been carried away nor 
disposed of, but remained with 
the tree. 


vears. 


In a careful examination of 
sawed surfaces of the 
chunk and of the tree trunk, 
we found twelve consecutive 
annual rings still visible, the 
others having disappeared in 
the weathering and decay of 
the wood. By accepting the 
twelve rings a representa- 
tive of the tree’s growth and 
cauring how many times the 
width o: the twelve rines 
would fit into the radius of the 
estimated th tree 
one hundred 
date of its up- 


41 
tne 


tree, we 
as more than 
Ay s old at the 
rooting. 
Whoever sawed out the 
chunk of the holly tree and 
left all parts on the spot must 
have labored simply to count 
the annua! rings it dees not 
make sense any other way. 
the dis erv of the old ho!ly 
tree , 
Cons 1 the “fi " of the 
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Sunken Forest in early May 
without bringing home a men- 
tal picture of the beach plums 
in flower. It is impossible to 
look in any direction without 
seeing masses of white beach 
plums. An exception should 
be made to the previous sen- 
tence for | saw two or three 
beach plum bushes which car- 
ried pinkish flowers. These 
were really much more pink 
than white. I did not see any 
insects at work gathering pol- 
len from the flowers. It must 
be that beach plums rely toa 
large extent on wind-borne 
pollen to accomplish fertiliza- 
tion. 

This pilgrimage to Sunken 
Forest is the seventh one to 
be conducted by the Long 
Island Horticultural Society. 
All have been very popular, 
those in the fall of the year 
just as much so as those in the 
spring. Non-members maj) 
arrange to attend a pilgrimage 
by addressing requests to the 
ittice of the society at the Long 
Island Agricultural and Tech- 
nical Institute, Farmingdale. 
Louis T 
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L. Islanders at Pompey 
Continued From Page 154 


The Seymours moved to 
Utica in 1819. That year Hen- 
ry was appointed a commis- 
sioner with De Witt Clinton 
and others who had charge of 
building the Erie and Cham- 
plain canals. He served in 
that capacity until 1833 and 
died in 1837. 

His son Horatio (Great 
Pomp) was born at Pompey 
1811. There he and his bro- 
ther (Little Pomp) spent their 
early life. Horatio was the 
eldest of six children. He at- 
tended Pompey Academy and 
later studied law at Utica. In 
1841 he was elected to the 
State Assembly, Governor in 
1853-55, again elected Gover- 
nor in 1862, defeated for that 
office in 1864 by Reuben FE. 
Fenton and defeated in 1868 
for President by Gen. Grant. 

The academy at Pompey 
was incorporated by the Re- 
gents during the regime of 
Ezra L’Hommedieu of South- 
old. The minutes of the State 
Regents, then composed of 
John Jay, Judge Benson, 
Judge Kent, Gen. Schuyler, 
Mr. Russell and Senator 
L’Hommedieu, show that the 
matter was referred to the 
Senator. 

As in the case of Clinton 
Academy at East Hampton, 
which was built in 1784 but 
not chartered until 1787, Pom- 
pey Academy, though erected 
about 1805 was not incorpor- 
ated until 1811. On Sept. 27th 
of the latter vear Senator 
L’Hommedieu died at South- 
old. 

The first building of Pom- 


pey Academy was a frame 
structure cut and hewed from 
the surrounding forests. In 
1835 a building of native lime- 
stone was opened. The next 
year was completed the Pre- 
ceptor’s House, which was the 
residence of this writer while 
he was principal of the acad- 
emy fifty-five years ago. 

The roster of celebrities 
who attended the present ex- 
isting academy building in- 
cludes among others Grace 
Greenwood, United States Sen- 
ator Frank Hiscock and Jen- 
nie Jerome, who became Lady 
Randolph Churchill, mother of 
Winston Churchill, Prime 
Minister of England. 


Smart Dresses for Pennies! 


This is the tory of a smart 


young girl, Pauline Sadowski, who 


has found a way to conquer the 
~ 


cost of clothing. Who 


heard of a $2 dre today, chic and 


high evel 


cool and suitable to wear with 


pride for a ore of summertime 
oceasions? Pau has—she is 
wearing it in the 

Miss 


Traphagen Scho of 


yicture (at top) 
Sadows} s a student at 

Fashion, 
where she is majoring in Costume 
Design and ( 
When she 


pattern to 


Constructior 
made (basic 
those ) 1¢ «busi 
ness), she decided t ise it for a 
the simple ne ith slight 


dress 
sieeveless 


ly flared skirt 


bodice. She ma‘‘« a remnant of 


charcoal gray «de created a belt 
of the fabric vered 
rick-rack 
that will make her a designer with 
originality wher he has finished 
schocl, Pauline swung from the belt 
a silver emblen 
old, discarded handbag 
ef the dress, including 


with wh 


braid, and for the touch 


from ar 
Total cost 


alvaged 
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% 
3 dividend 


Bay Shore Federal Savings and Loan Association 
Bay Shore, New York 


..Open an 
account today.. 
large or small, 

and let it 
earn youa 
fair return 


everything, 
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and what is more, it won 
prize in the school’s fashior 


Museum of the 


} given at the 
ty of New York 
The other dress, 


mately the 


costing approxi 
ame amount, is Paul 

problem,” made in 
Traphagen, where students 
» handle every kind of fabric 
motif. She used her stripes hand 
this navy and white den 
sleeveless and with 
dings as trim 


ne “stripe 
class at 


earl 


omely ir 
im sports dress, 
white bir 
wardrobe 

that 


pickers-up 
will help 
through August at 
vacation, won't even 
the budget, and can be made 
With such ingenuity the 
cost of Pauline’s tuition can be ab 
sorbed while she is preparing for 
career 


th are 
nd of summer 
happily 


or on 


jigtime 


a remunerative 


15 
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fa new home:, ia older heussz:—a!l over ot Is!ord more and 
more families are enjoying the coavenience and comfort wich 
gas brings to their caily living 
For speed, depenaability, and cleaniiwes-. cas is unequal!cd. 
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cre important features thet sove you many doliars... and that 
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For Luncheons and Dinners Wining and Dining DANCING 
the Continental Tradition, FRANK FRIEDE’S 


The Patchogue Hotel Wome eae ‘ : 
nil be yours to enjoy, at the Riverside Inn 


Centrally located on the ‘ 


South Shore for Banquets RENDEZV TC 
ENDEZVOUS 
and other functions R Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 
estaurant 
lern Rooms d x4 * a P 
Modern Rooms and Suite 292 Merrick Rd. Amityville On Jericho Turnpike 
Montauk Highway Phone*AMityville 4-1669 Route 25 
SMITHTOWN. L. t.. N. ¥. 


Phones Patehosue 1234 and 500 Under New Management 




















Jimmy Freda Hot a 

a . el Amityville 

The Shoreham : . 7 

‘Op veut Sout , Jeleotou ood by ermar 
Massapequa Inn Our Swiss Chet 


George Hirsch at the Hammond 
Organ mightly except Monday 


Since 1903 
s ec Hw cast of Massapequa 


Spe 
t 


Luncheon and Dinner 2 
‘The Melodaires” for your 


S E A FOO D Steaks, Chops, Sea Foods Dancing Pleasure 


IL. 1. Duckling a Specialty Mickey Hayden at the Piano 


y Vvour favorite 





tI te Ave Savville 
! Party Reservations Phone 
MIA 


Tel. SAyville 4-0060 
Broadway Amityville ‘Tel 4-107 






































Enroute to the Hamptons eep Hollow Excellent Cuisine 
RANCH Breakfast- Luncheon - Dinner 


alaceanaeieaaiid On New York State's HOTEL PATIO 


. ; Oldest Cattle Range Westhampton Beach 
visit CASA BASSO snd ; : mee , Telephone Westhampton 1300 


Modern Hotel Service 


Enjoy the Best y Wenlehituk i re arg Paro 
Private Dining Rooms 


Westhampton 4-1841 BILL COOPER, Manager 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


Montauk Point Tel. 8-2995 























For the Sea Foc rd Wilhe and Herman's 


Connoisseur It’s BEAU SEJOUR 
SNAPPER La Grange 


All dishe repared 
INN bia Montauk Highway — East of Babylon 
oan 


on Connetquot River Scutee .. Eimenanie 
1 PHONE HICKSVILLE 91 Luncheons Dinners 


OAKDALE Large New Banquet Hall 


siciaisinins devi oat BETHPAGE, L. I. Pel. Babylon 480 


CLOSED MONDAYS 























STERN’S Where a Your Strohm’s 


Pickle Products Jimmy and Johnny’s | Mile Ea:t of Babylon 


on the Merrick Road 


Farmingdale, N. Y. Bay Restaurant eS ey ey ee OR 


leis 2as Ninh sy 
ates Luncheons Dinners LUNCHEONS DINNERS 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade i GE Wkanlo Asean COCK PAIL LOUNGE 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1800 : Pr 
» 10one Babylon 663 
Factory conveniently located at ne #79 Bay Shore 
Farmingdale CLOSED TUESDAYS Mrs. Ferd Strohm Closed Mondays 


















































